
Earl Barrett Rudisill
November 7, 1916 - January 23, 2014

Earl Barrett Rudisill 97 of Huntington, West Virginia was born on November 7,
1916 in Huntington a son of the late Roy Ward and Lilage Rudisill. Mr. Rudisill
graduated from Douglass High School and earned an engineering degree
from Hampton University. He later attended West Virginia State University in
preparation for entering into the Signal Corp during World War II. During World
War II, African Americans had been barred from integrating with Caucasian
squadrons. As a result, civil rights groups persuaded the government to create
African-American squadrons and Mr. Rudisill became part of the Tuskegee
Airmen's 332nd group. Mr. Rudisill was head of the 1000 signal corps
communication air to ground Tuskegee Airmen group for the P-51 mustang,
P-39, and P-40 aircraft during World War II. In 2007 Mr. Rudisill received the
Congressional Gold Medal Of Honor, an accomplishment he thought would
never happen. He installed the first radio transmitter in the P-51 mustangs,
which later became an overwhelming success during combat operations
against the German Luftwaffe. He served in Italy during WW II. His last duty
station was in Chicago, IL. He served also with Mac Ross and Wiley Seldon,
two of the first pilots in the 332 Tuskegee Air Group with their commanding
officer General Benjamin O. Davis. He never boasted about being a Tuskegee
Airmen and always spoke in a soft voice when responding to questions about
his war experiences. He was an amazing figure who lived his life as a role
model for other generations to appreciate. Mr. Rudisill's example of becoming
successful as an Airman when fighting two wars, one against the Germans



and the other against racism, leaves behind a legacy for other generations to
follow. "You can be successful in life, regardless of your situation, if you
continue to focus on your objectives" said Mr. Rudisill. Mr. Rudisill retired from
Boeing Aviation Testing Facility in Tulsa, OK where he continued to service
electronic equipment for aircraft. He also enjoyed his long-standing
membership with the OWL's, a social club. He was a member of the First
Baptist Church, Huntington, WV. On Thursday, January 23, 2014 Earl was
called from labor to reward from the Zusman Community Hospice , Columbus,
Ohio. He went to join his parents, Roy and Lilage, His wife Vida Mae Loar
Rudisill, grandson Jerry Meadows and other friends and loved ones who
preceded him in death. He leaves to cherish his memories a daughter, Edwina
Meadows, son Eddie McGee, grandchildren, Deborah Meadows, Floyd
Meadows, Mike Meadows, all of Columbus, Ohio, Angela Glover of Dayton,
Ohio. great-granddaughter Brittany Meadows, great-great granddaughter
Londyn Kenny and special thanks to Amanda Davis. Services will be 1:00
P.M. Friday, January 31, 2014 at Woodmere Memorial Park Abby of
Remembrance (Avondale Road) with the Reverend Roy E. Terry, officiating.
Entombment with full military honors will follow. Friends may call from 12:30
P.M. until the time of service in the Abby of Remembrance. 14-009
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Earl Barrett Rudisill

Deaconess Brenda Martin & Family - June 01, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I still think of this awesome man of God. Brother Earl Rudisill and
his late wife were members of our church, First Baptist Church, in
Huntington, WV. He was quite a gentleman and he and his wife
were a very humble and loving couple. We were grateful to

Angela glover. - February 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Great grandad you will be missed me and my family love you and
you were a blessing.. So loving and gracious you are a true
gentlemen. I am grateful that you are now at peace. Please kiss
great grandma and dad for me and tell them I love them. Please wa
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Arlene Schein-Dobb-Spring-Bruce - January 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Earl was *My Hero* He married, My 2nd Mom, Vida Mae. He
brought ~Love Light~ to All R Families & Dear Friends. I spent time
with him in Garden. Loved his Sweet Smelling Pipe Tobaco. He
Adored Vida Mae, when she passed, I stayed closely intouch with
him fr

Deaconess Brenda Martin - January 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Praise God for Bro. Rudisill and the Tuskegee Airmen! I am proud to
have known this outstanding gentleman of valor. He and his late
wife were members of our church, First Baptist Church of
Huntington, WV. We were all so proud when he received the
symbolic

Tiffani Long - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Debbie you have my deepest sympathies on the passing of your
Grandfather. To be absent from the body is to at home with the
Lord.
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Rena Knaff - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry to hear about the passing of Mr. Earl. He truly exudes
what is a Officer and a gentlemen and he will be missed. My
prayers are with Debbie and family at this time. God bless you all!

William Campbell - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

To a wonderful Soldier & Grandfather. God Bless, 
William Campbell

venetta cabell - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

may you find comfort in the care of friends, and healing in loving
memories. with deepest sympathy for your loss. venetta cabell and
family

Terri Watkins - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy to you Floyd and your family on the passing
of your grandfather. He was a quiet gentle soul and I am sure your
family will miss him dearly. 
 
Please take comfort in knowing he is in the Arms of the Lord at
peace forever.

Amanda Davis - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I had the honor & privilege of taking care of Mr Earl. He was a giant
among men, with his quiet spirit & gentle soul, he taught me
patience & unconditional love....with a quiet dignity he took each
day as it came. The love he shared with his granddaught
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Deborah Meadows - January 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Isulute my hero, my granddad. I LOVE you so nuch.It was my
pleasue and honor to take care of you.I think you for being a part of
my life and the only true father and gentleman I have ever
known.Your humbleness and kind heart is a lesson Iwill take with
me


